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starring Tony Award ‘Best Actress of the Year’ 


BWOA's Education Committee 
putting together an art contest 
open to junior and senior high 
school students of the bay area. 


The contest highlighting 
Black women over the last 200 
years, opens April 30, 1976 to 

| tun Ehru Payiz, 1976 at Pil= 
more-Fell Art Gallery, 796 
Haight St., S.F. Deadline for 
all entries is April 23, 1976. 
All are invited to attend the 
awards presentation on May 2, 
1976olat 7:00 p.m. ,at Filmore- 
fell Art Gallery. Please -en- 
courage all young people you 
know to enter. Also, those 
of you that can, please attend 
an Education Committee meeting 
to help implement it's activit- 
ies. Call. Sharon Moore, 
3726-24th Street., 285-2560 
for information about the con- 
test and meeting time and place 
cf the Education Committee. (1) 
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URAISIN" "RAISIN", "RAISIN"! Don't 
miss BWOA's theatre party for the 
hit Broadway production of "Raisin". 


The date is, Saturday, March 6, 


1976 at 7:00pm. at the Orpheum Theatre, 
8th & Market Bees Si. Hs a Ga. 


BWOA will hostess an after party 
..for the cast at 1335 Divisadero St. 
immediately following the performance. 


Ticket price is, $15.00 per tic- 
ket. Contact the following persons 
for tickets: Edith Turnipseed, 822- 
330(12no00n-4:00pm.) Hm. 441-4921, 

Pat Walton, 552-2392. Maxine Ussery, 
931-9465. All members are urged to 
try and sell four(4) tickets. Make 
checks payable to BWOA. 


valerie jo bradley 


We complain that the media rarely 
‘deals with the Black woman's image in 
a positive way. However, if we sit 
back and wait for the media, as it is 
presently staffed, to shed an objecti 
light on our image, we may be waiting 
forever. 
| The BWOA Media Committee decided 
we need not wait. Our image is our 
responsibility. The Committee is 
platining to prepare a series of three 
to five minute tapes on Black women. 
The women will be drawn from the past 
and the present...the well known to 
the less well known...from diverse 
backgrounds. 

The Committee hopes to prepare an 
hour long package that can be used 
in segments by radio stations. The 
members are also considering offering 
this package to educational outlets 
that are interested in introducing 


units on the Black woman for children. 


If this’ ‘project is to be success- 


ful, a great deal of work must be done. 


Committee members are now involved in 
research. After the research is com- 
pleted, the creative work will begin. 


If you're interested in this proje 
please contact Valerie Jo Bradley or 
Eliska Mobley. Their phone numbers 
can be found on the membership roster 


I sit and Listen to your takes of 
wikd oat sowding 

and I wonder sometimes 44 I'm 
expected to Listen in awe 

on what? 

I wonder 4% you would Listen with 
Suave Liberalism to my for- 
neak-how-1-became-a-woman- 
experrsence. 

And when at home you think about 
what you heard, 

I wonder, does your staunch Bible 
Belt upbringing rise to surface 
And 4&4 this why you, broadminded as 
you fook yoursels to be, 

CHOSS me Off your perfsect-woman 
List -- which reakly has no 


other name Ansendbed upon 447 
And 44 this why I sould sit sikently, 
pretending to be awed by your 


how- you-became-the-man-that-you-anre 
SLONLCS? 


WE MISS YOU 


ve Veah you: — you havent been to a 
meeting ina long time - and for 

Good reason , no doubt, your (ob- 
your $4hool - \jour familres. 

Ana you probably think >e 
dont miss you and tan carry on 
without \[OU. 

BMOA is a stron organization, 
Me aré, in faat, like the human 
brain And massive portions ean 
he removect without impairment 
to its fonation. Mut you are njot 
dispensible . You are our Sister- 
and .%e miss \ov- ancl xe need 


you tO he Complete. 
Bla is Baar 


Loto 


ct 
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By ab Soot : 
Last month an editorial appeared 

in the’ newsletter regarding ANGOLA. 
While it was extremely timely, it 
was also, in part, highly inaccurate. 


Defining the roles of some of the 
principle actors on the Angolan 
stage may shed some light on the 
assortment of motives of the parti- 
cipants and clear up some misconcep- 
tions evident in the editorial. 

ee 

@ 

PORTUGAL: In the fifteenth century 
the Portugese kidnapped and murdered 
millions of Angolans, shipping them 
to the U.S. and other places. The 
"end of slavery" did not mark the 


end of slavery. for the Angolan people. 


Portugal maintained a colonialist 
hold on Angola, selling their labor 
to the apartheid south (Africa), 
exploiting her natural resources, 
and keeping the profit. 


Beause Portugal was in such a 
bankrupt state having the lowest 
standard of living in Europe it 
could not afford 'to fight the 1li- 
beration movement at home (Portugese 
Revolution - April 1975) and the 
liberation movement. in its Afri- 
can colonies (Mozambique, Guin- 
nea-Bissau and Angola). For this 
reason,.in the 60's it opened 
Angola to foreign capitol. This 
to build a solid foundation for 
neo-colonialism*, the. imperial- 
ist heir to.colonialism. 
e°e 

e 3 
U.S.The business interest of the 
U.S. soon dominated petroleum, 
mining, and bahking. Gulf Oil alone 
made a 6,000% profit in 1974. to 
protect these economic interests, 
the U.S. supported and continues 
to support Portugal in its war a-| 
gainst the Angolan people. To 
this end the U.S. supplies aid to 
South Africa, Zaire, FNLA and UNITA. 


SRY ANGOLA. Perspectives Pag 


South Africa The racist nature of 
South Africa is well known. How- 
ever, there are other crucial facets 
to their involvement in this war 
on the Angolan People 1. South 
Africa is illegally occupying Nambia 
(directly south of Angola). 

An independent Angola is a de - 
finite threat to this tenuous sit- 
uation. 2. South Africa had an 
agreement with the Portugese on 
the use of the Cunene River dam 
and hydroelectric project (in the 
south of Angola) that irrigates 
Namibia and can potentially supply 
electric power for the South 
African economy. South African 
forces entered Angola for the 
alleged purpose of defending this 
dam. 3.) South Africa has a dia- 
mond mine monopoly, including 62 
sites and 500 sq.mi., plus many 
other economic interests. 4.) An 
independent Angola, paving the way 
to liberate all of southern Africa, 
will check-mate all apartheid 
governments. 


Zaire With the graning of inde- 


pendence and subsequently the 
assassination of the African hero 
and patriot, Patrice Lumumba, the 
imperialists ended up with their 
present puppet prince, Mobutu 
Sese Seko. Though facing serious 
economic problems at home, due 

to the crisis nature and depend- 
ency of a neo-colonial country, 
he still continues to supply 
troops, arms, and provide a front 
through which the U.S. and 

other imperialist nations can 
shield their participation in this 
war against the Angolan people. 
Up to 90%, in some cases, of FNLA 
troops are actually Zairese. 


(9) 


cont... 


FNLA The leader of the National 
Front for the Liberation of 
Angola is Holden Roberts,bro- 
ther-in-law to Mobutu. Roberts 
has been on a $10,000/yr. CIA 
retainer since 1961. There 
is a legacy of tribalism in its 
activities. In 1961 under its 
old name UPA,FNLA inspired 
Bakongo peasants to riot and 
kill many members of other tribes 
regardless of political views. 
it is aided by South Africa, 
China,Zaire, and the U.S.-CIA. 
A map captured by MPLA shows » 
Angola minus the rich pro- 
vince of Cabinda- evidence of 
the deal with Mobutu to turn 
over Cabinda in return for 
Zaire's assistance. 
UNITA Formed in 1966 and headed 
by Jonas Savimbi who split 
from FNLA, the union for the 
Total Independence of Angola 
has collaborated with the Poru- 
gese and South Africans against 
the MPLA. This collaboration 
‘is well documented. In one 
instance’ Savimbi said, "I hope 
the future leaders of Angola 
will cooperate with South Africa." 
| He is publicly supported by 
‘both imperalist nations. Both 
UNITA and FNLA have reassured 
international business that 
they have no intention of in- 
terferring with the free play 
of imperialism if they take 
over. 


MPLA Agostinbo Neto has headed 
the Popular Movement for Li- 
beration of Angola since 1962. 
MPLA began its armed struggle in 
1961 with the attack on Luanda 
prisons and established its 
first guerrilla region-setting 
the precedent of being a people 

based organization. Other 

' guerrilla regions followed: 1964 
-Cabinda; 1966-Moxico & Cuando- 
Cubango; 1967- Luanda & Huanibo. 
From 1970 to 1974 the guerilla 
fronts were consolidated and on 
November 11, 1975 the MPLA 


proclaimed the PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC 
This proclamation 


OF ANGOLA. 


,came in,the midst of aggression by 


are the main ones. 


South Africa, the Portugese Li- 

beration Army, and counter- rev- 
olutionary FNLA and UNITA units- 
all operating with support from 

the United States and other NATO 
countries. 


CHINA Though traditionally in 
support of liberation movements 

in Africa, China chose to support 
the reactionary forces of FNLA/ 
UNITA. She seems to have taken a 
mechanical anti-Soviet stance, 
failing to understand MPLA's stance 
of non-alignment. China is now 
reassessing her position- military 
instructors have been withdrawn 
from Zaire. 


Soviet Union/Cuba Both have a 
history of supporting liberation 
movements in Africa-among them 
Mozambique and Guinnea-Bissau. 
None have shown signs of being 
puppet states. There are no 
Soviet Satellites on the African 
continent. Their support is pol- 
tical, moral, diplomatic, and 
material. 


CONCLUSION Though the preceding 
are not the only participants, they 
There are, how- 
ever, only two sides: those fight- 
ing for the liberation of Angola 
and those fighting against it. 
Agostinbo Neto: "The Peoples 
Republic of Angola sees as a priority 
and a vital and unalienable task 
the expulsion from our country of 
the army made up of South African 
and Zairese troops, Portugese 
facist, Angolan puppets and 
mercenaries who represent the com- 
bined forces of imperialist aggres- 
sion against our country." (Inde- 
pendence Day Speech, November 11, 
1975) 


*Neo-colonialism- the indirect main- 

tenance of economic and political 

control that can follow colonialism, 

usually through the use of puppets. 
L 


‘Afrique-Asie 9/72 and 7/74 
African Development 7/75 


@ Which Liberation Group...? 1970 


THE MONSTER BITE 


RETURN of the ....... 
TAXES! ee 


Tax Return Time! Here is some advice to 
you from the Small Business Committee. 


1.) Collect all employee wage state- 
ments (W-2's), interest income and other 
income data that you received last year. 


2.) Take the time to determine your deduc- 
tible expenses. Reviewing your cancelled 
checks for the past year can help identify 
these expenses along with the actual bills. 
Some of the deductible expenses you should 
keep a record of are; 

Medical expenses 

Charitable contributions 

Interest paid 

Casualty losses 

Taxes (state income tax, property taxes, etc.) 
Educational expenses 

Professional expenses (dues, journals, etc) 
Business 


3.) The standard deduction for federal tax 
returns is. 16% of your adjusted gross in- 
come, subject to certain limitations. You Representative Yvonne B. 
should use the standard deduction when Burke (D-Calif.)was elec- 
it exceeds your itemized deductions. ted Chairperson of the 
Congressional Black Cau- 
4.) Carefully read the instruction booklets cus for the 2nd session 
for the tax returns. of the 94th Congress. 
Representative Burke is 
5.) If you have a return that is complica- the first female member 
ted by rental income, property sales, or to head the caucus. 
other areds that you do not understand, it Mrs. Burke has served in 
is advisable to contact an accountant or Congress since ]972,re- 
CPA. There are manyblack accountants in presenting the 28th Con- 
the area to assist you. gressional district in 
Los Angeles. 
6.) You can call the Internal Revenue At the 1972 Democratic 
Service for tax information and assistance National Convention, Re- 
at 864-1040. * os presentative Burke play- 
= : ed a prominent role as 
7.) Low income tax returns are being pre- the Convention's perma- 
pared at no charge by the S.F.. Bay’Area nent Vice Chairperson. 
Chapter of the National Association of VVVVVVV 
Black Accountants at - Acorn Community i 
Television 1081 8th st., Oakland on Sat- Women: run for office 
urdays between 10 am and 5 pm. Call 832- not for 
0295 for information. coffee 


8.) Avoid last minute hassles, file your 
return before April 15. 


x4 announcements fi} 


The Senior Western Addition 
Citizen Center Cordially invites 
you to attend their 10th Anni- 
versay celebration, friday, 
February 27, 1976. lunch at 
12300. to 1:30 732.M.) Program 


1:30 to #:30 P.M. at 1234 ~\ 
McAllister, San Francisco )\ 
A Planning Luncheon for the 
formulation of a Black Women's 
Self-Awareness Group will be 
held on Sunday, March 7, 1976 
2:00p.m. at the home of BWOA 
membership committee member, 

Kay Benjamin. Address: 

Parkmerced (next to SF State ) 


206 Garces Drive,San Francisco 
Call: 586-6014 or 832-4544 if 


you plan to attend =i] 


Lone Mountain College is 
offering a Graduate Program in 
Community Development and Public 
Service. For more information: 
Graduate Program in Community 
Development and Public Service 
Lone Mountain College 


2800 Turk Boulevard, S.F. 94118 = l| 
(415) 752-7000 


Coalition for the Medical Rights 

of Women is having an Open House 
focusing on the IUD (intra-uterine 
device) Wednesday, February 25, 1976 
at 7:30p.m. at Neighborhood Center 
362 Capp St., S.F. Childcare provided 
for more information: JoAnn Madigan 
752-7766 


Women Organized for Employment = 


Employment Agency Task Force =a 
127 Montgomery Street, S.F. 

982-8963. This organization y 
is looking for new memberships 

if interested please call. 


Mary Ellen (Mammy)Pleasant 
1815 - 1904 


Mary Ellen (Mammy) Pleasant, a 
legendary figure in San Francisco 
history whose birthday was cele- 
brated by B.W.O.A. in August of 
1974, now has her own park on 
Octavia between Sutter and Bush 
Streets. The Redevelopment 
Agency approved plans for the 
dedication of the minipark which 
occurred Sunday, February 15, 
1976. A former slave, Mammy 
Pleasant maintained a western 
"western railroad" that enabled 
slaves to escape to freedom 
during the Civil War. 


The yensletter xa brought to you by: 


Maisha Code, Edith Turnipseed , Hay Benamrin, 
Virginia Johnson, Eleanor Sprites,’ Ahimsa 


Maisha lode 
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Fon (iP FRAP 
MARCH 10, 1976 MEETING OF B.W.O.A. COORDINATORS: Fiore CGiltfored 
1830 Sutter Street Belvie Rooks 
Maxine Ussery 
A 68 yop 
Kr eR TIME 


6:45 P.M. 


Peele Pee 


MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 
INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS 


PROGRESS REPORTS -— COMMITTEES 


EDUCATION - Barbara Gilford 
EMPLOYMENT - Pat Scott 
FUND RAISING-~Pat Walton, Edith Turnipsee 


HEALTH - Peggie Day 
MEDIA - Valarie Bradley 


MEMBERSHIP —- Virginia Johnson 
NEWSLETTER Ahimsa Sumchai 

SMALL BUS. - Iris Harvey, Barbara Willia 
POLITICAL = Maxine Ussery,H¥lora’ Gilford 
SPECIAL PROJ.- Belivie Rooks 


“& 


CONVERSATION WITH WOMEN WHO ARE 
INTERESTED IN RUNNING FOR BOARD OF 
EDUCATION 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


ADJOURNMENT 


